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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article Type: Objective: The aim of the current research is to identify the key scenarios for the future of
Research Article international scientific cooperation in Iran's public universities.

Methods: The method of the current research is mixed exploratory. In the first part of the research,
the causal layer analysis method was used. The study population was the public universities of the
Ministry of Science. Using the purposeful sampling method, 18 semi-structured interviews were
conducted with experts in this field. Then, in the quantitative part of the research, to determine the
weight of each of the uncertainties identified in the qualitative part of the research, in order to

Received:2023.01.27 identify the input criteria of the scenarios, a researcher-made questionnaire was used. Cronbach's
Received in revised alpha method was used to determine the reliability of the questionnaire, and in this research, the
form: 2023.04.29 rate of 0.92% was obtained, which indicates its acceptable stability and reliability. The statistical
Accepted:2023.05.27 sample of the quantitative part of the current research was 24 people from the field of higher
Published online: education in the state universities of the country, whose field of scientific and executive activity
2023.06.23 was the internationalization of higher education, who were selected by purposeful sampling.

Consensus and importance indices were also used to analyze the collected data.

Results: After analyzing the research data, four scenarios: 1. the growth and prosperity of the
university; 2. The burning of university opportunities; 3. Wounding of the spirit of the university
and 4. Darkness and silence of the university were identified as the central scenarios of the future
of international scientific cooperation in the country's public universities.

Conclusion: Considering the results of the research, developing a comprehensive and codified
program to strengthen international scientific cooperation, deepening international cooperation to
the decision-making and executive levels of the university, and establishing international offices of
higher education in different countries of the world in order to It seems necessary to expand
international scientific cooperation in the future.
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