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Abstract: The purpose of this
analytical review is to discuss the
methodological and philosophical
foundations of distance education. In
recent years, distance education has
solved many of the problems of
traditional education through the use
of communication technology, new

interaction  experiences,  learner
autonomy, and lack of time and space
limitation. On the other hand,

constructivism can be considered as
the methodological foundation and
Existentialism as the philosophical
foundation of this type of education.
In addition, during five generations of
its growth and development, distance
education has passed the periods of
correspondence education, education
through  media, = computer-based
education, multimedia education, and
finally electronic education. Now, it
possesses solid theoretical
foundations, including theories of
independent study, industrialization
of education, transactional distance,
and control in the teaching-learning
process.
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