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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article Type: Objective: Identifying and prioritizing factors influencing change of major
of students in master’s degree.

Methods: The research categorized as a post-event type that has done by
using a mixed approach. In the qualitative part of the research, a semi-struc-
tured interview was conducted with 12 professors, assistant professors, and
data change students at Tarbiat Modares University, and theoretical data
saturation was achieved.Open and axial coding methods have been used
to extract the factors. In the quantitative part of the research, the statistical
population consisted of all students who having a bachelor’s degree in one
of the fields of study groups other than humanities, but changed their field

Research Article

Received: in the master’s degree in the academic year 2007-2018. At this stage, 80 of
2021/05/03 these students were selected as a sample and answered the designed ques-
. tionnaire that was based on the results of qualitative part.

Revised: Results: 54 primary concepts and 7 categories of factors were identified
2022/10/15 with scientific, personal, occupational, economic, educational, social and

organizational titles. Age, field of study, type of university and average
Accepted: grades of students in the undergraduate course, time interval between two
2022/10/22 academic courses and employment status are among the individual charac-

teristics of students that have been effective in changing their field in the
Published online master’s degree.

Conclusion: students who change their major, seek to achieve their indi-
2022/10/23 vidual and common goals which were not achieved in the context of their
previous discipline.
Keywords: choice of major, postgraduate education, hybrid approach, hu-
manities, change of major.
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